
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 
Students at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center recently celebrated 

their February precept, "Don't Let 

Anybody Dull Your Sparkle!"  

 

Students learned about how they can 

make themselves "sparkle" and feel 

happy by doing things they love, or by 

being their own self-talk cheerleader.  

 

Early Childhood Center students 

"sparkle" when they play with their 

siblings, read, and spend time with 

friends!  

****************************************************************************** 

 

Ms. Heather Goldstein, School Counselor at Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center, is helping staff 

members “stick with kindness” during the Great 

Kindness Challenge 2020!   She is encouraging staff to 

spread kindness by filling out a “Let’s TACO 

‘bout…How AWESOME You Are!” form for someone 

else, and then taping it on their classroom door!  

****************************************************************************** 

Led by Ms. Sadie Pepitone, Teacher of Music at 

MKMECC, First Graders at the Early Childhood 

Center performed at the Annual Winter Concert, the 

theme of which was Every Snowflake is Different Just 

Like Us. 

The children captivated the audience with a number of 

songs including “Believe” from The Polar Express, “If I 

Could Fly Like a Snowflake,” and “I’ve Got Peace Like 

a River.” 

 

There were also a few tears in the audience when MKM 

students sang their beautiful renditions of “Hearts 

Around the World” and “We Can Make a Difference.” 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

The Grade 4 students at Thomas P. Hughes School are hard at work!  We are currently 

wrapping up our Social Studies unit on “States of the Northeast.”  Students are now 

familiar with the states (and their capitals) that make up the Northeast Region of the 

United States.  We also discussed the early history of this region - including the first 

European settlers and the Revolutionary War – as well as the “Northeast of Today.”  

Students have studied maps and timelines that coincide with this period of history as well.  

As a culminating activity to this unit, students will be creating a timeline of their own lives.  

They will use drawings and photographs to create their timelines, which will be displayed 

in the hallway.   

  

The Fourth Grade students have been switching classes for Science.  The student scientists 

are currently learning about Energy and Electricity with Mrs. Lindsey Guyton, Land and 

Soil with Mrs. Lindsay Liguori, and Living 

Things with Mr. Matthew Madura and Mrs. 

Tobey Schocklin.  Through hands-on 

experiments and observations, students are able 

to learn about these topics through a variety of 

lessons and activities. 

 

In Math, Hughes School Fourth Graders are 

immersed in fractions!  Over the past several 

weeks, the students have discussed everything 

from common denominators and numerators to 

adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions.  Students have shown a great interest in 

understanding these concepts and we are preparing to take our knowledge of fractions a 

step further as we get ready to learn about decimals! 

 

The Grade 4 students at Hughes School are studying non-fiction in Reading and Writing.  

We have spent the past few weeks looking at a variety of non-fiction books and discussing 

the features commonly found in these texts.  Each student was assigned a different country 

to research.  Students will use books and the internet to gather information about their 

assigned nation.  Students will then use their research and notes to create a non-fiction 

research report on these countries. 

 

In addition to all they have been learning in the classroom, the Grade 4 students have spent 

a lot of time talking about the importance of being kind and respectful to each other as we 

recently took part in the Great Kindness Challenge.   All Fourth Graders were each given a 

“Kindness & Justice Journal” in which they recorded examples of ways they had been kind 

and respectful to their families and classmates.  Looking ahead, the Hughes Fourth 

Graders are excited for their upcoming “Jurassic Classic” in-class presentation, and as 

always, are gearing up for their Cherished Creations Walk-a-Thon in the spring.   



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Grade 5 students at Mountain Park School have been 

doing a dynamite job creating plaster masks in Art 

classes!   

 

They began their lesson learning about how African 

masks helped influence Picasso and the Cubist 

Movement. Students planned preliminary sketches and 

built armatures to serve as their mask's foundation.  

 

Color schemes, designs, and materials were chosen 

individually by each student to enhance their overall 

piece. 
****************************************************************************** 

Early this month, Mountain Park School students 

went "wild" for kindness, as you can see in this photo! 

 

MPS students participated in multiple spirit days to 

kick off our Great Kindness Challenge.  This event, 

which is coordinated by School Counselor Heather 

Goldstein, is a month-long challenge to complete acts 

of kindness for others and toward yourself. 

 

We often focus on doing kind things for people 

around us and forget about doing the things we create for our own joy and confidence.  So 

this month, Mountain Park encouraged everyone to hold a door open, give a high five, and 

think about what makes you special! 

****************************************************************************** 

During Science lessons, Grade 4 students at 

Mountain Park School are learning all about 

Energy and what it takes to make a lightbulb light.  

 

MPS students are working collaboratively to 

problem-solve and are having in-depth discussions 

about circuits, contact points, filaments, and wires.   

 

Students also loved learning about Thomas Edison, 

the master inventor who developed most of his 

innovations right here in New Jersey! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Third Graders at Mountain Park School 

celebrated the 100th day of school by creating 

with Legos! 

 

The students were asked to use 100 Lego pieces 

to design a structure.  They measured 

their structures and used fractions to show the 

number of different-colored pieces they used in 

their finished products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Dr. Stella Mellas recently visited all 

Mountain Park School Grade 3 classes this 

month to discuss the importance of dental 

health.  

 

During her visit, Dr. Mellas taught students 

how to floss, brush, and use a fluoride rinse 

properly.  She also reminded the students 

about the dangers of drinking soda and 

eating sugary candy.  Based on what they 

have learned, the MPS students can now 

incorporate healthier alternatives into their 

daily routine!  

 
 
 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

February was a month of giving your heart to others at William Woodruff School.  The 

month began with the Kindness Challenge, as the students worked to perform a deed a day 

to earn their picture as part of the “Be the ‘I’ in Kind” bulletin board.  During morning 

announcements, the students heard about ways to express 

kindness through one’s actions and character traits.  The 

students then worked all month long doing deeds to be 

kind and live out the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr.  

 

Valentines are always an important part of the 

celebration of Valentine’s Day.  The students decided not 

only to send Valentines to their classmates, but to also 

reach out to others who could use a friendly card to make 

them feel special.  The students gave up their recess time 

to create beautiful Valentines that were sent to a local 

nursing home, children in the hospital, and to the patients 

at the Veterans Administration Lyons Hospital.  Over 200 

cards were sent in all.  Mrs. Aida Swon, School Counselor 

at Woodruff, supervised the making of Valentines.   

The theme of being kind and giving one’s all came to life 

at Woodruff School during the recent Cultural Arts 

program featuring musician and songwriter Jonathan 

Sprout.  Mr. Sprout depicted historical figures who, 

through their kindness and determination, have shaped 

our world and made it a better place.  The students 

learned about Johnny Appleseed and his quest to help 

others in need.  The students learned of the courage and 

perseverance of Harriet Tubman, who risked her life to 

save those held in slavery.  They also learned about the 

desire to fly from the stories of the Wright Brothers and 

Neil Armstrong.  Finally, the students learned about the 

unrelenting work of Susan B. Anthony to help secure the 

right for women to vote.  Many thanks to the Woodruff 

PTO for sponsoring this wonderful event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

February was also a month with a strong focus on health at William Woodruff School, as 

we celebrated Dental Health Month 

and Heart Month.  The Third Graders 

at WWS learned about the importance 

of dental health from Dr. Stella 

Mellas.  She talked about preventive 

care and the role of one’s diet in your 

dental well-being.  The Woodruff 

Grade 2 students had a visit from their 

classmate’s grandmother to learn how 

the heart works.  Dr. Carolyn Rehm, 

Pediatrician, presented a highly-

engaging lesson on the heart with 

many opportunities for hands-on 

learning.  Dr. Rehm is pictured here 

with Miss Stephanie Parrott’s Second Grade class. 

Sprinkled throughout the month of February 

were School Spirit days for kindness and to help 

out a classmate who is ill.  William Woodruff 

School celebrated “Hats on for Kindness,” 

“Kindness Jersey Day,” and “Wear the Colors of 

Kindness.”  There was also a Pajama Day on 

Valentine’s Day to raise money to support 

classmate Sophie Chhowalla’s family as she 

battles cancer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

With the assistance of Columbia Middle School’s new 

Virtual Reality headsets, students in Mrs. Patrice Silagi’s 

Grade 8 English class recently stepped out of the 

classroom to embark on a virtual tour of the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC.  

 

The museum's educational 

resources provided an in-depth 

introduction to the historical 

context behind the next unit of 

study in the class, the book 

Night by Elie Weisel. 

 

Provided through a grant from the 

Berkeley Heights Education 

Foundation, the Virtual Reality 

(VR) technology gave students an 

opportunity to have an immersive 

learning experience that made the 

history come to life while 

deepening their understanding of 

concepts to be explored throughout the unit of study.  Mrs. 

Silagi called the lesson a “complete success.”  Student 

reflections include high praise for the building-based field 

trip. 

 

Students at Columbia Middle School have used the VR 

technology in Social Studies courses and now in English 

classes.  Similar lessons are being planned in other subject areas as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Eleven members of the Governor Livingston High School Chapter of Junior State of 

America (JSA) recently spent a long weekend in Washington, DC, at the annual Winter 

Congress Convention.   

 

Pictured here (left to right) are members of the GLHS delegation to the JSA Winter 

Congress, students Drew Schiller, Thomas Burke, 

Liam Hibbs, Andrew Rampaul-Pino, Peter Woo, 

Alex Pupo, Brandon Woods, Christopher Rampaul-

Pino, Carla Arca-Sedda, Jocelyn Chen, and Madison 

Stein. 

 

Prior to the convention itself the GL students spent 

two days taking in the sights - from visiting the 

Lincoln Memorial, walking down M Street in 

Georgetown, checking out the Giant Pandas at the 

Smithsonian Zoo, and witnessing Washington 

Capitals star Alex Ovechkin score his 699th career 

goal while in attendance for the hockey game against 

the Montreal Canadiens. 

 

Once the convention began, the JSA members were debating and voting on bills covering 

topics from banning Confederate symbols to dividing the United States into two separately 

functioning countries and advocating for the fair treatment of migrants at the 

border.  During the convention, JSA members are assigned roles as either a Senator or a 

member of the House of Representatives.  Just like the federal government, a bill must be 

passed by both chambers of Congress for it to become law.  Unlike our actual government, 

members only have until Sunday afternoon of that weekend to get their bills passed. 

 

The highlight of Winter Congress was spending an hour with this year’s special keynote 

speaker: Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsberg.  Justice Ginsberg 

discussed her life and career, both before and after becoming a Justice in the highest court 

of the land.  She also gave advice and guidance to both the students and their teacher 

advisors in civility and listening to the other side - even sharing a personal story of her 

relationship with the late Justice Antonin Scalia and how he solicited her opinion on a book 

he was writing that would shed light on how he came to the landmark decisions of his 

career…most of which were in opposition to the legal opinions of Justice Ginsberg herself. 

 

Governor Livingston’s JSA members are excited to keep the debates going locally for the 

rest of the school year and to gear up for Fall State (and the Presidential Election) in 

November! 

 

Thank you to Mr. Daniel McGovern, Teacher at Governor Livingston and Faculty Advisor 

to the school’s JSA chapter, for chaperoning these students and providing them with this 

excellent opportunity.  For more photos, please check out @mcgphysics on Instagram. 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

Teachers and Child Study Team members from Pine 

Creek School in Wayne Township recently spent the 

morning with the Grade 4 class taught by Mrs. Michele 

Guerriero and Mrs. Marie Pellegrini at Mountain Park 

School.   

 

During the visit, professionals from both Berkeley Heights 

and Wayne discussed topics such as co-teaching, inclusion, 

and the importance of 

collaborative teaching 

on behalf of all students.   The teachers and CST members 

were able to observe a co-taught Math lesson at Mountain 

Park after the discussion and many resources were 

shared with the staff from Wayne. 

 

Up-to-date information on programs, services and 

supports can be found on the Special Services website by 

going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services 

under the “Services” tab. 

 

 


